
Paulsen 
People 

December, 2006 

~ Paulsen Projects ~ 
Career Day 

December Birthdays

  

02 Don Fischer 
      Robert Patterson 
05 Tammy Vonasek 
10 Salud Ibarra 
13 Shane Schutte 
14 Joe Welch 
15 Jesus Moreno 
16 Ronnie Steele 
17 Karl Moore 
      Mark Pesek 
19 Jim Bailey 
24 Karen Mohr 
25 Kenneth Osborne 
26 Monte Mattox 
29 Adam Schade 
31 Dakota Hueftle 

More than 300 
students from 
Dawson County 
high schools took 
part in Career Day 
last month. They 
could choose from 
several career 
tracks, one of 
which was 
architecture and 
construction. 

The construction 
track paid a visit to Paulsen, 
Inc. and spent some time in the 

training room 
where they 
heard about 
each depart-
ment and 
learned a little 
about our 
commitment to 
safety. 

Brian Engel gave them a tour 
through the Ready-Mix plant. 
Larry Hock talked to them about 

the varied kinds of equipment 
each of the departments use. 
Andy Pflaster showed them the 
shop. Everyone emphasized 
the need for getting an 
education and keeping a clean 
driving record and encouraged 
them to consider a career in 
construction. 

All the tracks reunited at 
Chipper Hall for lunch, courtesy 
of L.P.  

I would like to congratulate 
everyone at the Gates Pit, 
Indianola Pit and the North 
Platte Pit for receiving the 
2005 Safe Achievement 
Award from the MSHA 
Rocky Mountain District 
Office. Keep up the good 
work! 

Snow, ice, cold, and wind 
chill cause additional safety 
concerns such as the 
likelihood of slips and falls. 
Exposure to cold can make 
muscles more susceptible 
to strain and extreme cold 
can cause frostbite on 
exposed body parts such as 
ears and fingers and on the 
extremities such as toes.    

Hypothermia, even in a mild 
form, can cause errors in 
judgment.   

Stay as warm and dry as 
possible, and continually 
monitor your condition and 
the condition of those 
around you. Wear warm 
layers of clothes. Keep ears, 
hands, and head covered, 
and make every effort to 
stay warm and safe during 
this difficult time of year. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Students getting an overview of career  
opportunities at Paulsen, Inc. 

Like to work on trucks and big equipment?  
Then a career in the Paulsen, Inc. shop may be for you. 

Touring the Cozad Ready-Mix plant. 



McSafety’s Corner

 
It’s also time to remember how to 
drive in bad weather. Allow a little 
more following distance between you 
and the guy ahead. Allow for more 
stopping distance so you don’t slide 
past the stop sign or into someone.   

Also, continually be looking around 
for others that may not be as smart 
as you or might not be used to 
driving in our winter conditions.  
Wear your seat belt and never use 
the cruise control on icy or snow- 
packed roads.    

We are starting up our winter 
meetings in January and will be 
continuing with them through the 
month of February. If you have 
questions about which days you are 
supposed to be here, contact your 
Division Manager, Tim Yocom or 
myself.   

(Continued from page 1) 

Ingenuity is the mother of 
stupidity. Someone actually 
thought this was a good idea.    

WHAT WERE 
THEY THINKING? 

 
We will be looking at how we go 
about our day-to-day activities and 
how we can make it safer.   

The training sessions are not 
presented just because we have to 
for compliance purposes, but they 
are presented to help you recognize 
hazards, realize what might 
potentially happen, and most 
importantly, how to avoid or elim-
inate those hazards.  

The schedule included here in the 
newsletter is subject to change due 
to weather and the schedules of 
speakers that we are trying to bring 
in. We will contact you with any 
changes that might be made that 
could affect you.   

I look forward to seeing you, and I 
hope that the training will be 
beneficial to us all. 

WHAT’S WRONG HERE? 

Assume that a photo taken looking the opposite direction from this point is a 
mirror image of this photo. Entries due by Dec. 15.   

To continue this contest, we need to have more participation! 

Archive photo 
for instructional 

use only! 
Kolton David Kirbach, grandson  

of Jocelyn Carmichael of the  
Asphalt Department, was born  
 July 24, 2006, in Bradenton, 
Florida. Kolton weighed 8 lbs.,  

14 oz. and was 22” long. 



Department Notes 
Brian Engel - Ready-Mix

 
I hope this letter finds everyone good 
and fat from the Thanksgiving hol-
iday and preparing for Christmas.  

The Ready-Mix Department has had 
another great month. The weather 
has held out so a lot of projects are 
getting finished up for the year.  

Cozad is delivering feed bunks and 
concrete.   

Lexington and Gothenburg are stay-
ing steady with local contractors.   

Broken Bow is working on the 
structures for the BNSF railroad 
project along with a hog building 
expansion.   

Holdrege will be starting a large 
flowable fill project at an ethanol 
plant.   

Arapahoe has a lot of work with the 
Cambridge ethanol plant and the 
Norton, Kansas WWTP.   

Ogallala is taking care of the locals.   

North Platte is finishing up the 
Paving pours and staying busy 
with local work.   

We have taken on a slipform grain 
silo at the Albion ethanol plant. We 
will have two pours that will go for 
about five days, 24 hours a 
day. Matt and Orlando will be 
sharing time with four truck drivers. 
This is an interesting project, and we 
hope for nice weather during the 
pours.   

We are also stockpiling at the North 
Platte airport to get ready for the 
spring job there with Paving.  

I want to wish everyone a happy 
Christmas and look forward to 
seeing everyone at the Shop Party!!  

Chris Hunke - Gravel

 

It was a year ago that Mother Nature 
gave us a little taste of winter, and  

Construction continues to move 
forward at the Brady Public Schools.  
The pre-engineered metal building 
structure is in place and installation 
of the roof and wall panels is in 
progress. If the weather allows, the 
entire roof should be installed by 
Christmas. Superintendent Randy 
Weatherly and crew continue to 
move forward to get the building 
enclosed before winter sets in. 

Work continues on the new hanger 
building at the Broken Bow airport.  
Superintendent Darin Derr and crew 
are in the final stages of the erection 
of the pre-engineered metal building 
and should be on target for com-
pleting the project in December 

In Lexington, Superintendent Bob 
Fedderson and crew have completed 
all the concrete work and have a 
good portion of the rough framing 
completed on the addition to the 
Lexington Grand Generation Center.   

In Gothenburg, Superintendent 
Shane Schutte will be erecting the 
steel structure in December for the 
addition to the physical therapy 
building at the Gothenburg Hospital.   

Superintendent Tim Dean will be off 
to Edison to begin construction of a 
new fertilizer and ag chemical facility 
for Ag Valley Coop.  Construction will 
begin the first week of December. 

Preparations are being made to 
begin construction of the additions 
and renovations to the Kearney Eye 
Institute facility. Superintendent 
Terry Brand will be heading up this 
project which will begin in the first of 
December. 

The Building Department will be 
installing footings for the new silo at 
the Ash Grove cement facility in 
Cozad. Superintendent Jim Hatcher 
will be on site to get this foundation 
in place in December. 

The Building Department would like 
to wish all Paulsen, Inc. employees a 
very Merry Christmas, and we all  

(Continued on page 5) 

now she is doing it again. Lets all 
hope it doesn’t last too long. 

Pit Updates: 

Koch’s South is pumping road 
gravel. We are also currently 
pumping a small lake for the land 
owner to the south of us. This project 
should be completed this year. 

Lexington is pumping concrete and 
road gravel and trying to build 
inventories. It seems like we are 
hauling it away faster than we are 
producing. 

Gates is pumping road gravel. All the 
subballast is produced, crushed, and 
blended for the BNSF Railroad 
project between Berwyn and Mason 
City. Ames Construction is currently 
hauling this product. 

Elm Creek is not pumping at this 
time. 

Gothenburg is pumping road gravel 
and stripping ground for next year. 

Ogallala is pumping road gravel. The 
Asphalt plant is moving out. 

Indianola is pumping county road 
gravel, and we’re also hauling faster 
out of here than we’re producing. 

North Platte is pumping concrete 
gravel and getting ready to haul to 
the airport project. 

We’re busy hauling county gravel 
and to local customers out of all of 
our locations.  

I hope you and your families have a 
Merry Christmas and Joyous New 
Year, and I look forward to seeing all 
of you at the Paulsen, Inc. Shop 
Party. 

Thanks to all of you for all of your 
hard work. Think Safety. It is 
everyone’s responsibility!! 

Joe Welch - Building

 

Happy Holidays from the Building 
Department. 



Driver/ Operator of the Year - Dave Turner 

Although Dave Turner has worked 
for Paulsen, Inc. since 1998, many 
of you may not know him. That’s 
because he’s a fairly quiet guy and is 
usually behind the wheel of large 
pieces of equipment.  

He recalls, “Dennis Sandrock and 
Dave Neill hired me when I first 
started. It was in March of ‘98, and I 
worked for Black’s crew. I just 
worked for them for one summer 
running the payloader. I didn’t do 
any fine grade for Black.” 

Following that first summer, Dave 
moved to Denny Deal’s crew, and 
has been with Denny ever since.  

He says, “I do most of the fine grade 
for Paving. Plus I run a motor grader 
and payloader, backhoe, scraper, 
just about everything. I can also 
drive a dump truck and haul 
equipment around with a semi when 
they need some extra help. I just do 
whatever they need done.”  

Dave was born in Curtis, Nebraska, 
and hasn’t strayed far from there. He 

isn’t married, has no children, and 
lives in Maywood.  

After graduating from high school, 
Dave worked on the family farm for 
quite a few years with his dad. Then 
he worked for different farmers 
around Curtis and Maywood running 
equipment and doing whatever farm 
jobs needed doing. 

Following that, he was hired by 
Frontier County where he gained 
experience with grading, road 
maintenance, and building roads. 

He says, “I liked working for the 
County, but I came to Paulsen's 
because I wanted a change, and I 

wanted to be able to make a little 
more money.” 

When asked what he most enjoys 
about his job, he replied, “I just enjoy 
running the equipment, driving, 
being outside when its warm. I work 
with good people.” 

“My favorite jobs are the airport 
projects. I like jobs where you don’t 
have to put up with all the traffic and 
don’t have to worry about somebody 
running over you. They are more 
relaxed jobs. The worst ones are on 
the interstate. They are definitely the 

“Dave is very dependable. 
He’ll always be right there 

doing what needs to be done, 
and he has had no accidents. 
He’s an asset to the Paving 

Department and to the 
company.”  

Dennis Sandrock, Paving 
Department Manager 

most dangerous and nerve-racking.” 

He was very surprised to hear he 
had been chosen for Driver of the 
Year, but says, “When Dennis 
[Sandrock] told me he had 
nominated me, I sure appreciated it. 
I don’t know why, but maybe it’s 
because I’ve never had any 
accidents. I’ve never even come 
close, thank God.” 

“L.P. took us out to supper when we 
got our pictures taken. He said he’s 
thinking about going to Alaska next 
summer when next year’s people are 
chosen. I don’t care where we go. I 
just really appreciate being chosen.” 

When Dave’s not working, he likes 
fishing in the summer and hunting in 
the winter. “I fish for anything I can 
catch, mostly walleyes, they’re the 
best eating.”  

“Come fall, my brother has ground 
north of town where we hunt for deer 
and pheasants. I didn’t get one this 
year because I’m looking for a big 
one. I’ve shot several, and have a 
5x5 mulie mounted, but would like 
to find a really big one.” 

The seasonal slowdown has started, 
but come next spring, you’ll find 
Dave right where he always is—
behind the wheel moving dirt. 
Congratulations Dave! 

Dave’s Favorites 

Restaurant: Whiskey Creek 
Movie: Perfect Storm & Clint 
            Eastwood movies 
Team: Huskers 
Food: Prime Rib 
Drink: Iced Tea 


