
with the fourth being 
completely torn up with a 

Blessing Construction project.  

Turning lanes are being added 
as well as the installation of 
needed traffic dividers, 

driveways, and sidewalks.  

(Continued on page 5) 

 

(Continued on page 5) 

Paulsen 

People 

April/May, 2007 

~ Paulsen Projects ~ 
Paving 

Through rain and snow and 
dark of night are words usually 
reserved for the delivery of mail, 
but lately it’s also been the 
hallmark of Paving’s Kearney 
project at the intersection of 

39th and 2nd. 

Denny and Glen’s crews are 
working on three of the four 
branches of the intersection, 

As the weather clears and 
we are able to get our 
projects into full gear, we 
need to remember the 
things that were discussed 
during the winter meetings, 
and they need to be put into 
practice.   
 
Our goal, as always, is to 
eliminate all accidents and 
injuries and to keep our 
jobsites safe. Compliance 
with OSHA, MSHA, and DOT 
standards are just the 
minimum of what we have 
to do to stay safe.   
 
As I have said before, “It’s 
up to you. It can only be 
done by the people on the 

jobsite.” 

We also want to make it 
absolutely clear that 
Paulsen, Inc. is a Drug and 
Alcohol Free Workplace, 
and we are serious about 
our screening program.   
 
This spring we have already 
had a few employees that 
tested positive. They are 
now former employees!   
 
We must make every effort 
to keep the workplace drug  

(Continued on page 2) 

April Birthdays 

02 Roger Koch 
03 Tracey Stahl 
04 Robert Stapp 
05 Alan Clark 
      Al Kuszak 
      Jim Starr 
06 Stephen Hecox 
07 Dennis Sandrock 
08 Allan Hill 
      Larrie Johnson 
10 Wade Stover 
11 Harvey Kowalski 
13 Kevin Wilson 
16 Dana Lyon 
      Aaron Stark 
19 Roger Anderson 
      Tom Mohr 
20 Floyd Dheel 
22 Neopolian Posadas 
23 Martin Mendez 
24 Dwight Devine 
      R.J. Fleharty 
25 Kandi Mills 
27 Tim Dean 

29 Ted Harris 

May Birthdays 

03 Lee Nelson 
04 Marlow Cherrington 
07 James Lighthall 
08 Marcee Horn 

(Continued on page 2) 



McSafety’s Corner 
and alcohol free for your safety and 

the safety of everyone else on site.   

Since the last Pride issue, I am sorry 
to say that there have been a couple 
more deaths in the state, one from a 
trench collapse out by Scottsbluff 
(picture below right) and another 
worker falling from a structure.    
 
After meeting with safety directors 
from other companies, we have all 
seen that OSHA has already begun to 
pick up the pace of construction site 
inspections. MSHA has recently 
changed their fine structures at sand 
and gravel pits. A “Serious and 
Substantial” citation used to carry a 
$275 fine: it will now have a $2000 
minimumminimumminimumminimum fine attached. 
 
We have had a couple of close calls 
on our jobsites already this year.  
Everyone needs to stay alert, follow 
safe procedures, and look out for, not 
only your safety, but for everyone 
else’s safety as well.   
 
We need to take safety on our 
jobsites serious for compliance and 
liability reasons, but most importantly, 
for your safety and everyone else on 
the jobsite.  
 

THINK, stay safe, and stay alive! 

(Continued from page 1) 

TTTTrrrreeeennnncccchhhh    CCCCoooollllllllaaaappppsssseeee!!!!    
    

Unprotected type C 
sandy soil with no 
benching, sloping, or 
trench boxes in use.  
Worker was crushed by 
over 3,000 pounds of 
earth (1 cubic yard).  
Once the worker 

exhaled, he could not 
expand his chest to 
breathe in again, and 

was asphyxiated. 

Worker Performs DeathWorker Performs DeathWorker Performs DeathWorker Performs Death----DDDDeeeeffffyyyyiiiinnnngggg    FFFFeeeeaaaatttt        

20’ Above The Ground20’ Above The Ground20’ Above The Ground20’ Above The Ground    

NNNNOOOOBBBBOOOODDDDYYYY    oooouuuutttt    tttthhhheeeerrrreeee    bbbbeeeetttttttteeeerrrr    bbbbeeee    tttthhhhiiiinnnnkkkkiiiinnnngggg,,,,        

““““AAAAnnnndddd    wwwwhhhhaaaatttt’’’’ssss    wwwwrrrroooonnnngggg    wwwwiiiitttthhhh    tttthhhhiiiissss????””””                        

May Birthdays 
11 Don Carpenter 
13 Darin Derr 
      Rich Jensen 
      Benjamin Rodriguez 
14 John Bollwitt 
      Gabriel Rios 
      Sherwin Sweeley 
15 Marty Rose 
16 Amber Ummel 
17 Alvin Guyle 
     Randy Weatherly 
18 Barbara McMichael 
19 Richard Kelley 
22 David Eggleston 
      Wesley Hayes 
26 Dennis Kirkpatrick 
28 Scott TenBensel 
      Zachery Wagener 

(Continued from page 1) 29 Thomas Deaver 
      John Johansen 

      Joe Moore 

TTTTeeeeaaaammmm    MMMMeeeemmmmbbbbeeeerrrr    
AAAAnnnnnnnniiiivvvveeeerrrrssssaaaarrrriiiieeeessss 
22220000    YYYYeeeeaaaarrrrssss 

David Herbert 
John Myer 
11115555    YYYYeeeeaaaarrrrssss 

Julie Mellman 
11110000    YYYYeeeeaaaarrrrssss 

Lonnie Carpenter 
Robert Stapp 
5555    YYYYeeeeaaaarrrrssss 

Shane Dunbar 
Kent Headley 
Martin Mendez 

Wade Stover 

DDDDoooonnnn’’’’tttt    LLLLeeeetttt    TTTThhhhiiiissss    HHHHaaaappppppppeeeennnn    TTTToooo    YYYYoooouuuu    OOOOrrrr    AAAAnnnnyyyyoooonnnneeee    EEEEllllsssseeee!!!!!!!!!!!!    



Department Notes 

Chris Hunke Chris Hunke Chris Hunke Chris Hunke ---- Gravel Gravel Gravel Gravel    
It’s warmed up, the frost is coming 
out of the ground, and we are busy 
hauling a lot of different materials to 
a lot of different places.  
 
A reminder to you drivers that the 
shoulders on the roads are soft. Stay 
in the middle of the gravel roads 
when possible, and slow down when 

meeting oncoming traffic.  

By the time you get this newsletter, 
most of the dredges should be up 
and pumping. Currently we are 
pumping at Elm Creek and Goth-

enburg. 

We are about to finish the BNSF 
Railroad project out of Gates and 
Elm Creek. This project will use 
around 120,000 tons of material 
when complete. Great job to all 

involved!  

Thank you for all of your hard work. 
Because of this, we had a safe and 
prosperous 2006. Let’s do it again in 

2007. 

Think Safety  —  It is everyone’s 
responsibility!! 
    

Joe Welch Joe Welch Joe Welch Joe Welch ---- Building Building Building Building    
Now that spring has arrived, the 
Building Department will get really 

busy on all of their projects. 

The Brady Public School project 
continues to progress well. Interior 
work continues, and renovations to 
the existing school will begin in May. 
 
Superintendent Bob Fedderson and 
crew have completed the work on 
the Lexington Grand Generation 
Center project. Final inspection is to 

be the first week of April.   

from our crew members, we will 

again GIT-R-DONE in 2007. 

Building Department Bid Results: 
Sandhills Journey Byway Interpretive 
Center, Broken Bow 
Berrgren Home Builders $404,987 
Ron Ripp Construction $448,500 
Simon Contractors $495,000 
Paulsen, Inc.  $521,000 
 

DDDDeeeennnnnnnniiiissss    SSSSaaaannnnddddrrrroooocccckkkk    ----    PPPPaaaavvvviiiinnnngggg    
Denny and Glen's crew has been 
working in Kearney on 39th Street & 
2nd Avenue paving on some turn 
lanes. They will probably help finish 
out the Grand Island subdivision 
next. 
 
Black, Joe, and Don have been doing 
some work on the Ord project and 
have started with the cold milling at 
the Central City Airport. They will be 
working between Central City and 
the Grand Island subdivision for a 
while. 
 
Tweet, Ron, and Sam have started at 
the North Platte Airport apron, and 
are taking care of the Lake 
McConaughy project. 
 
We want to remind everyone that we 
need to work safely in the upcoming 
season. 
 
Paving Department Bid Results: 
Aurora 
Paulsen, Inc.              $1,808,087 
Dobson Bros.              $1,983,219 
Werner Construction      $2,295,323 
 
North Platte City 
Cement Products            $1,268,931 
Paulsen, Inc.              $1,675,621 
 
Albion Ethanol Plant Road 

Paulsen, Inc.   $120,308 

In Gothenburg, Superintendent 
Shane Schutte and crew are putting 
the finishing touches on the addition 
to the physical therapy building at 
the Gothenburg Hospital. The open 
house for this addition is scheduled 
in late April. 
 
Superintendent Tim Dean and crew 
have completed all the interior floor 
slabs for the new fertilizer and ag 
chemical facility for Ag Valley Coop in 
Edison, Nebraska. The erection of 
the west half of the building will be 
completed in April, as well as the 

sheeting on the east half.  

In Kearney, Superintendent Terry 
Brand and crew are making good 
progress on the new addition and 
renovation of the Kearney Eye 
Institute. The walls have gone up, 

and roof has been installed.   

The dirt work for the new Dawson 
Public Power District office building 
south of Lexington has begun again.  
By mid-April, Superintendent Darin 
Derr and crew will begin the 
installation of the footing and floor 
slab for the 20,000 square foot 

storage building.   

The dirt work has also been 
completed for the addition to 
Heartland Military Museum in 
Lexington. Superintendent Jim 
Hatcher and crew will begin footing 
installation as soon as the weather 

allows.  

I want to remind everyone of the 
retirement open house that we will 
be having for Bob Fedderson on  
April 20, 2007, at Chipper Hall. Hope 
everyone can make the event and 

wish Bob well on his retirement.   

It will be a busy year in the Building 
Department and, with all the help 

CCCCoooommmmeeee    ccccoooonnnnggggrrrraaaattttuuuullllaaaatttteeee    BBBBoooobbbb    FFFFeeeeddddddddeeeerrrrssssoooonnnn    oooonnnn    hhhhiiiissss    lllloooonnnngggg    aaaannnndddd    ssssuuuucccccccceeeessssssssffffuuuullll    ccccaaaarrrreeeeeeeerrrr    wwwwiiiitttthhhh    tttthhhheeee    PPPPaaaauuuullllsssseeeennnn,,,,    IIIInnnncccc....    
BBBBuuuuiiiillllddddiiiinnnngggg    DDDDeeeeppppaaaarrrrttttmmmmeeeennnntttt    aaaannnndddd    ggggiiiivvvveeee    hhhhiiiimmmm    ffffaaaarrrreeeewwwweeeellllllll    wwwwiiiisssshhhheeeessss    aaaatttt    hhhhiiiissss    rrrreeeettttiiiirrrreeeemmmmeeeennnntttt    rrrreeeecccceeeeppppttttiiiioooonnnn....        

FFFFrrrriiiiddddaaaayyyy,,,,    AAAApppprrrriiiillll    22220000,,,,    2222000000007777        ~~~~        CCCChhhhiiiippppppppeeeerrrr    HHHHaaaallllllll,,,,    CCCCoooozzzzaaaadddd        ~~~~        BBBBeeeeggggiiiinnnnnnnniiiinnnngggg    aaaatttt    6666::::00000000    pppp....mmmm....                    



Glen Bomberger started as a 
Concrete Paving Department laborer 
for Arlen Gibbons during summers 
from 1969 through 1971, and 
recalls, “Back then, during those first 
three summers, the only equipment  
I ran was a sledgehammer and an 

air compressor.” 

After his stint as seasonal help with 
Paulsen, Inc., Glen spent some time 
working for the county and for a 
general contractor, but concrete 
runs in his blood, and he returned to 
the Paving Department in 1985 
where he has remained a fixture 

ever since. 

Glen is the Paving Foreman for 
Denny Deal’s crew, and you will see 
him mentioned each month in the 
Paving Department update. “I do 
what I need to do to make the jobs 
run smoother, making sure the boys 
have the equipment they need at the 

right time.”  

“When we machine-pour, I set string 
lines and make sure of line-on 
grades. Danny [Metzger] runs the 
paving machine on our crew, and I 
circle around him like a vulture 

making sure it’s on grade.” 

“When we hand-pour, I’m just 
another one of the guys getting it off 

the truck and on the ground.” 

Unlike his first summers with 
Paulsen, Inc., “It’s definitely gotten a 
lot easier through the years. We 

have much better equipment, and 
it’s not nearly as labor intensive as it 

used to be.” 

“We also are much more focused on 
safety than we used to be. We didn’t 
have toolbox meetings or all the 
training when I first started, but 
safety is at the top of everything we 

do now.”  

Along with his responsibilities for the 
Paving crew, Glen is also the current 
president of the Paulsen, Inc. Safety 

Committee. 

Through his years at Paulsen, Inc., 
Glen has a couple of favorite 

projects. 

He remembers, “The most unique 
project I worked on was the highway 
across Kingsley Dam at Lake 
McConaughy. We had to modify our 
paver because we had to run within 
two feet of the wave wall. In fact, our 
string line was on top of the wave 

wall.” 

“Working across the dam looking at 
pretty much nothing but concrete 
and water, the scenery didn’t change 
much. It was a fall project, so there 
weren’t many sunbathers out there. 
That was probably a good thing 
though, as we needed to keep our 
minds on the job and didn’t need the 

distraction!” 

“The other neat job I really liked was 
building the shamrock in the middle 
of the intersection in downtown 
O’Neill. There were lots of curves, 
and the concrete was actually 

stained green.” 

He continues, “The best part of my 
job is getting to go to umpteen 
different Nebraska towns, and 
knowing that I’m helping to build 
something that will last long after I’m 
gone. Later, I may go back to that 
town, and I have the pride of driving 
over that road and thinking — nice, 
smooth ride!” 

 

Glen was born in Lexington, and 
grew up in Oconto. He also 
graduated from Oconto, when the 
town still boasted a high school. 
After high school, he attended UNK 
for a year. 
 
He married his wife, Karen, in 1986, 
and they live in Oconto. Karen works 
in the Human Resources Depart-
ment at Becton Dickinson in Broken 

Bow.  

Glen has two sons, Tim and Tom, 
from his first marriage. Tim is single 
and lives in Lincoln. Tom is married 
to wife, Amy, and they have a four-
year-old daughter, Samantha, for 

Grandpa Glen to spoil. 

When not on the job, Glen stays busy 
with other pursuits. “I golf about four 
times a year - whether I need to or 

not.” 

“I also like to fish. It gets me away 
from the noise. My brother, Gary, 
and I make an annual pilgrimage to 
Valentine to go ice fishing. Other 
than that, I fish close to home when I 

get the chance.” 

Glen is also civically active in the 
Oconto community, serving as 
chairman (mayor) of the Village 
Board for many years. He has also 
served on the Oconto Fire 
Department for well over 30 years, 

and 18 years as an EMT.  

Paulsen Profile - Glen Bomberger 

Glen’s Favorites 

Comedian:  Mark Gross 

TV Show:  The History Channel   

Movies:  Blazing Saddles and 

               The Party 
Team:  UNK Basketball 

Food:  Steak (and whatever 

           else isn’t good for me) 

Drink:  Depending on the time  

            of day - Diet Coke or  

            Miller Lite 



We just completed another year 
end on March 31, and I have 
mixed feelings about the results. 
We had a very good year 
financially, but I feel we 

sacrificed quality to get there. 

In the long run, I am not sure 
that we will be happy if this 
continues. We must work safely 
and produce an excellent 
product before we chase the 
almighty dollar. This will be 

watched a lot closer this year.  

 

It is very important that you all know 
that our reputation should be of 
performing top quality work in a 
friendly manner. Nothing else is 

acceptable. 

We have also just completed a 
winter of training, but please keep in 
mind that training should be done all 
year long and should never end. 
Always seek and share knowledge. 
Ask questions and take the time to 
answer them when they are asked of 
you. The more involved we are in our 

work, the more satisfied we will be. 

You all know it is coming, so here 
it goes. All winter long we meet, 
discuss, organize, prepare, and 
schedule. It is very important to 
resist the urge to throw it all out 
the window on the first warm day 

and go back to our old ways. 

Every year we say we won’t do it, 
but it still happens. Let’s make 
this year a safe and productive 
year. Welcome back, and let’s 
also help each other to make our 

jobs easier and fulfilling. 

A NOTE FROM L.P.A NOTE FROM L.P.A NOTE FROM L.P.A NOTE FROM L.P.    

First of all, I would like to welcome 
everyone back to work and to thank 
them for their warm wishes in 
correcting my deformed heart. I feel 
very fortunate to have you on my 
side and to have found my heart 
problem without having any health 

issues or symptoms. 

Due to my family history, I kept 
getting tested to find a problem. 
None showed up until I had a CT 
scan done. It showed that I had a 
heart valve that was deformed from 

birth and a stretched aorta. The 
aorta could have burst at any time, 
so it needed replaced in the near 

future. No better time than now! 

So I had a pig valve installed while 

they were in fixing my aorta. 

All went well, and four days later 
Tammy took me home via the office 

first and then a hoop shoot. OOPS! 

I didn’t do my breathing exercises 
and couldn’t get enough oxygen so 
ended up in a helicopter going back 

to Lincoln. Two days later I was 
home again and doing my breathing 

exercises. 

I feel very lucky that we found this 
potential problem and fixed it before 
it could cause irreparable damage. 
(This sounds like a good policy.) I am 
back to normal now and am very 

appreciative of you and my family.  

There is only one drawback — my 
new pig family won’t let me cook 

pork anymore! 

LLLL....PPPP....    

TTTTHHHHEEEE    HHHHEEEEAAAARRRRTTTT    OOOOFFFF    TTTTHHHHEEEE    MMMMAAAATTTTTTTTEEEERRRR    

Paving 
For every nice day the crews have 
had, it seems they’ve paid for it with 

two days of rain, sleet, or snow. 

Denny Deal relates, “We’ve pumped 
a lot of water out of this job! 
Hopefully, we’ll catch a nice break in 
the weather and be out of here in 

the next three weeks or so.” 

Weather isn’t the only challenge on 
this project. Kearney’s 39th and 2nd 
intersection is one of the city’s 
busiest, providing major access 

through the business corridor. 

 

(Continued from page 1) All four corners house high-traffic 
businesses, including a grocery 
store, bank, and restaurants. So by 
necessity, the street work is being 

done in traffic. 

Glen says, “Safety is 
at the top of our 
minds on this 
project. It has to be. 
Every morning 
before we get 
started, we remind 
each other to stay 
alert and be aware 
of the traffic. The 
drivers aren’t happy 
that we are slowing 
them down, and the 

detours aren’t working very well. 
People need to get to the businesses 
around here, and a lot of the time 
they aren’t too patient with us. It can 

be VERY dangerous.” 



Paulsen Pride 

Post Office Box 17 
Cozad, NE 69130 

PPPPaaaauuuullllsssseeeennnn    PPPPrrrriiiiddddeeee    iiiissss    aaaabbbboooouuuutttt    

YYYYOOOOUUUU!!!!            
    

Do you have company or  
employee news?  

 
Do you know a fellow employee 

with a special talent or  
unusual hobby? 

 
Do you have immediate family 
serving in the armed forces?  

 
Contact the editor,  

Penny Jeffrey, directly at  
308-858-4964 or by  

email at jfryfmly@gpcom.net. 

REMEMBER!REMEMBER!REMEMBER!REMEMBER!     
You can view the Paulsen PridePaulsen PridePaulsen PridePaulsen Pride online on the Paulsen, Inc. website at www.paulseninc.com,  

thanks to many hours of work by Ray Nelson of the Gravel Department. Check it out. 

Paulsen, Inc. Company Golf Outing   
Saturday, May 12Saturday, May 12Saturday, May 12Saturday, May 12 - Cozad Country Club 

Employees Only  
 

You DO NOTDO NOTDO NOTDO NOT need to have your own clubs to play. 
 

If you don’t want to golf, you can still come out, 
have a cold drink and lunch, and enjoy the day. 

 
Please let your department manager know if  
you want to golf. We want everyone to play  
if you would like to, but if you sign up to golf,  

then please show up!  


